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MONTHLY NOTES. 


Taz Annual Conference of the Evangelical Alliance at Cheltenham has been 

held with much spiritual profit and manifested Christian union on the part of 

those who have attended it The meetings were full to the utmost capacity, 
and at times beyond the capacity of the large Assembly Rooms. The key- 

note was admirably struck by Canon Bell’s address of welcome, which was 
printed in last month's Christendom, and which well deserves careful perusal, 3 
so clearly and ably does he describe the object and principles of the Evan-  _ 4y 
gelical Alliance. These, though so clearly stated from time to time, are so 7 
often misunderstood that it may not be amiss to call special attention to i 
some of Canon Bell’s words in which he described the aim of the Evangelical as 
Alliance. 


“It does not seek to create unity, for this has been already created for | 
all who believe in God’s only Son and man's only Saviour, and indeed it is ; 
a great and most blessed fact; but it seeks to manifest that living and essential 
union which ‘knits together the elect in one communion and fellowship in the 
mystical body of Christ, our Lord.’ . . . And if so, can we for a moment 
question the duty of those who are Christ’s to cherish feelings of Christian 
affection one towards another, and to hold out the right hand of fellowship to 
all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.” Again: “ Seripture gives us 
many exhortations to ‘keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,’ and ; 
rising above our religious differences, so far as they touch not the integrity of the e 
faith, to manifest the reality of the union which exists beneath all such differences 4 
and which binds all true believers together in the fellowship of Christ.” | 


Our readers will be able to judge for themselves, from the reports we are 
able to furnish in our present number, what was the character of the addresses’ 


2 
| 
x 


354 | EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. [Dec. 2, 1880. 


delivered at the Conference. It would, perhaps, seem to be invidious to com- 
mend one address more than another; but in these days of departure from the 
faith it may be well to call attention to the special excellence of that delivered on 
the last day of the Conference by the Rev. Dr. Jenkins (Hon. Secretary Wesleyan 
Missionary Society) on the present necessity for firmly and fully maintaining the 
Divinity and Atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ. The weighty words of wisdom 
which were uttered on this subject by the venerable speaker made an impression 
on those that heard them that will not soon be forgotten. 


The very able and interesting address of the Rev. F. H. Marling on the 
subject of the Jesuits’ Estates question in Canada contained a powerful exposure 
of the efforts put forth by the Jesuits in that country to attain control in 
educational as well as in political affairs. Nor are the efforts of Rome to recover 
in the New World the influence ghe has lost in the Old World, confined to Canada. 
A Catholic Congress has been just held at Baltimore in the United States, at 
which there has been much jubilation at the rapid increase of the numbers of 
the Roman Catholics throughout the States as well as of their influence. Happily 
there are not wanting signs that our American cousins, as well as our Canadian 
brethren, are both being aroused by this growth of Romanism to stir up the 
Protestant feeling of their respective countries, and to do all in their power to 


Dr. Clemance made a very good point in his able and interesting address on 
‘* God’s People—a Royal Priesthood,” when he urged that we should not rest 
satisfied with only rejecting the false priesthood which Rome and Ritualism have 
set up, but we should displace error by truth, and seek as Christians to act up to 
the functions of that royal priesthood which is composed of all true believers. In 
this way prayer for others and instructing others in God's law (which was an 
important function of the Jewish priesthood) become the duties to which we have 
been called as priests unto God. In connexion with this let us not forget the 
rebuke which God addressed to the priesthood of Israel when he said: *‘ Because 
thou hast rejected knowledge I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest 
to me, seeing that thou hast forgotten the law of thy God.” (Hosea iv. 6.) 


In the August number of the Evangelical Christendom there was a case 
mentioned of religious intolerance in Spain, in the town of Campo Criptana 
where a Protestant chapel built last May, and opened with the permission of the 
authorities had to be closed in consequence of the violence of excited mob 
stirred up by the priests. Mr. Lawrence, the missionary in charge, was after- 
wards brought up before the magistrates, along with other leaders of the 
Protestant movement, with charges trumped up against them. These 
have been fully investigated before the judge and Mr. Lawrence and his fri 
have been duly acquitted. We regret, however, to hear that the authorities have 
not as yet seen their way to re-open the chapel. | 


| resist Romish aggression. 

E L A Times telegram from St. Petersburgh makes an announcement which has 
sn an important bearing on a subject often before our readers—the persecution of 
“| Lutherans in the Baltic Provinces. It is to the effect that the well-known 
t Procurator-General of the Holy Russian Synod (M. Pobedonostzeff), from whom 
: : virtually this persecution proceeds, has fallen into disfayour with the Czar in 
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consequence of a pamphlet on the subject of Russian persecution of Lutherans in 
the Baltic Provinces having been put into his hands while at Copenhagen. This 
pamphlet—by the Rev. Dr. Dalton—has aroused the Czar’s sympathy, and the 
report says that he has given M. Pobedonostzeff three months’ leave of absence, 
during which he is to prepare “‘a full and convincing answer” to Mr. Dalton’s 
pamphlet. What the result may be one cannot tell, but as “the hearts of kings 
are in God's rule and governance,” Christians will do well to pray that He may 
turn the Czar’s heart to cause the persecution to cease, and that Russia may be 
granted the inestimable boon of religious liberty. Our readers will find in our 
numbers for September and October an epitome of Dr. Dalton's pamphlet. 

The “ down-grade” controversy is by no means at an end. Dr. Clifford's 
“new departure,” as it is called, has called forth indignant protests, and the 
efforts of those who would stay the controversy by endeavouring to hush it up are 
not very successful. A London Baptist minister has written to the Christian 
deprecating any attempt to judge error on the ground that we are “ disqualified 
by deficient spirituality for the sacred and Christ-like work of correcting erring 
brethren ;" but the Christian, in reply, well points out that such a low, spiritual 
state, may of itself be traceable to the toleration of evil doctrine which has of late 
too much prevailed, and quotes pertinently our Lord's severe rebukes to the 
churches of Pergamos and Thyatira for their toleration of evil teachers and 
doctrines in their midst. 


Amongst thé many plausible pleas which are being urged for the toleration 
of error on so vital a subject as the propitiation for sin made at Calvary, none, 
perhaps, is more dangerous—seeing that even good men are led away by it—than 
that which is sometimes expressed in the words ‘‘the work done on Calvary is 
independent of our views of it.” From this it is urged that’ those who reject the 
propitiation for sin effected by Christ’s death, may be regarded as brethren whom 
we can meet as such at Calvary. This is not the teaching of Scripture. Of Him 
who wrought the work there perfected, we read: ‘‘Whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in His blood;” and even if we adopt the reading 
of the revised version, it equally follows that Christ's being a propitiation by 
virtue of His blood is only “through faith.” We cannot, therefore, treat those 
who deny Him to be the propitiation for their sins as if they were brethren whom 
we can meet as such at Calvary, fer that is just the place whither they refuse to 
come. 
We cannot admit two Calvaries—one a place where propitiation for sin was 
made, and another where no propitiation is to be found. If a professing Christian 
claims to be at such a Calvary of his own devising and asks us to meet him there, 
it surely should be our part to show him that he is deceiving himself in calling 
that Calvary which is not what God's Word describes it to be. Are we not sadly 
deficient in faithfulness both to God's truth and to our brother's eternal interests 
if we endorse his mistake and so help forward his self-deception? Let us 
rather adopt the language of the Apostle Paul: “We pray you in Christ's stead 
be ye reconciled to God, for He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no 
sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” This is God's 
description of Calvary, and, therefore, we cannot own as worthy of the name any- 
thing short of its being the place where the Bon of God hath “put away sin 


by the sacrifice of Himself.” | * 
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We would call the attention of our readers to the subjects for the coming 
Week of Prayer at the opening of the New Year, urging those who are in « position 
to do so to lose no time in making-arrangements for meetings in country towns 
and country districts, so that the Week of Prayer may be duly observed, and that 
blessing may result from prayer heard and answered. The less formal the 
arrangements are the better, and the more time given to prayer, even if valuable 
addresses be thereby curtailed, the more will the object of these meetings be 
atiained. Christian edification and even the manifestation of Christian union 
are but secondary objects. The primary object of the Week of Prayer is that 
earnest and heartfelt prayer should ascend to God for the bestowal of the blessings 


which are thus unitedly sought. 


FAITH AND EFFORT IN RELATION TO HOLINESS. 


Erront is not the link with spiritual 
power, Effort is not the hand by which 
Christ is , and by which his 
strength is employed. If only faith appre- 
bends Ubrist, effort bas no part in the matter, 
otherwise effort would be faith, which we 
have just seen it is not. Hence the grave 
error of those who seek sanctification by their 
own efforte, These are of two classes: thore 
who do eo in ignorance of, or in opposition 
to, the truth that Christ is “made of God unto 
us sanctification ;" and secondly, those who, 
while they know and admit that Christ is 
our only spiritual strength, act as if He were 
not; act in relf-dependence, and eo fail. 

Brethren, we are wholly dependent. Let 
us coneent to depend. In other words, we 
are but creatures, new creatures, and not the 
Creator ; we are but branches, and not the 
Vine; we are Lut membere, aod not the 
Head. In order that the band may 
move, the Head must move it. Christ, 
our Head, can do all things; we, 
without Him, nothing. Let us own this 
dependence ; let ue practically acknowledge 
it, Let us not ignore it by unbelieving 
«fforts; nor deny it by acting in our own 
strength. 

But though faith is not effort, yet faith is 
the parent of effort. Believing that Christ 
is our strength does not paralyse the soul. 
It fills it-with energy. Life is not motion ; 
yet life produces motion—the living move. 
What! Is the soul passive in performing 
the will of God? Is it passive in over- 
coming its antagonists? Does it make no 
effort whatever in doing these? Does it 
make no exertion of power? Does Christ do 
these things for us—that is, independently of 
cur exertions? Are we reduced to mere 
inachines? Are we mere spiritual machines 
cunecious of being moved, but making no 


exertion to move! If so, there is 
of obedience. Our obedience is 


act, but Christ in us who acts.” What does 
this mean? That He does our acts by 
exerting His will without the agency of 
ours? Again, I repeat it, this would be to 
destroy our obedience. This would destroy 
all moral character in Christian conduct. 
It would destroy the personality of our acte, 
If this were so, we should not obey; we 
ehould not be holy. But what saith the 
Scriptures? “ Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is God which 
worketh in you, both to will and to do of 
His gogd pleasure.” Admirable balance of 
divine teaching! Holiness is our willing and 
our doing. It is inward and outward. It 
is voluntary, for it is our willing ; it is per- 
sonal and practical, for it is our doing. It 
is our willing end our doing God's, good 
pleasure. And both the one and the other 
by His working; by His working in ua. 
This ie not to degrade us to machines. It 
is to ennoble our manhood which He has 
created in His own divine image. It is to 
purify and perfect it. It is to make us 
“ workers with God.” Therefore 
“faith worketh,” and “worketh by love.” 
And the fullest faith in Christ does not set 
aside voluntary effort-and personal exertion. 


Grattan 


totally 
. destroyed. Obedience is voluntary action. 
It implies will, exertion, effort. To act 
. obediently when opposed by « great force 
implies strong will and great exertion. The 
|fiesh is such a force; the world is such ; 
. Satan is such. What! Conquer these with- 
out effort! Exert « power superior to theirs 
without exertion! Act without acting ! 
| | These are contradictions in terms. 
| Bat if it be aeserted, “It is not we who 
| 
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THE RESULTS OF JEWISH MISSIONS. 
(From the Church of Scotland Home & Foreign Mission Record.) 


Ws have lying on our table a remarkable 
document, prepared by Dr. Dalman, of 
Leipzig, in ov-operation with the venerable 
Dr. Franz Delitzsch, of that University, 
which contains the fullest, and, to all appear- 
ance, the most accurate statement of missions 
to the Jews and their results, yet given to 
the world. A year or two ago, Dr. Delitzsch, 
who, though not himself of Jewish race, has 
laboured more abundantly than any of recent 


purpose, and no pains were spared to make 
his investigations thorough and complete. 
Our Jewish Mission Committee furnished 
the latest statistics of their work in the 
Levant, and s copy of our Mission Record 
is regularly sent to Dr, Dalman, with details 
of our work among Jews as well as Gentiles. 
In retarn for the same, be has recently sent 
us the pamphlet, from which we now propose 
to give statistics as to the results of Jewish 
Missions. 

From the instructive tables given by Dr. 
Dalman we learn that there are forty-seven 
Protestant Missionary Societies engaged in 
Jewish Mission work in various lands. Of 
these societies fourteen are in Great Britain 
and Ireland, eleven in Germany, three in the 
Netherlands, one in Switzerland, one in 
France, five in Scandinavia, four in Russia, 
and seven in America. These societies have 
1365 stations in places where there are con- 
siderable Jewish communities, and they have 
377 labourers in their service. Their annual 
revenue is about £90,000. The total number 
of Jews on the face of the earth is estimated 
in this pamphlet at 6,500,000, so that there 
is just one missionary to every 17,000 
Jows. 

The natural question of a utilitarian age 
now arises. What is there to show for all 
this expenditure of labour and funds? We 


state this under two heads—(1) Statistical 
Results, and (2) Moral Resalts. 

1. Statistical Results, —These, though they 
do not profess to be fully ascertained even in 
this inquiry, are by no means insignificant. |t 
is estimated that since thiscentury bogan and 
Jewish Missions were first organized, 100,000 
Jews have been received by baptism into the 
Chureb of Christ. This is believed by Dr. 
Dalman, after careful computation, to be an 
understatement rather than an overstate- 
ment of the case. The London Jews’ Society 
—the oldest of all Jewish Missions—had, up 


-| to 1877, baptized 3,574 persons since its 


commencement—in its mission chapel in 
London alone it bad baptized, up to 1887, no 
fewer than 1,661 persons. From 1870-85— 
ie, in fifteen years — 2,648 Jews were 
baptized into the Evangelical Church of 
Prussia. In St. Petersburg, in 1885, forty- 
five Jews were received into the Evangelical 
Charch by baptism ; in 1886, fifty ; in 1887, 
forty-one—in three years 136 persons. It is 
well known that not a few Jews come over 
annually from Judaism to Christianity with- 
out the direct influence of missionaries at 
all ; of these Joseph Rabbinowitz is a notable 
example. In point of numbers the accessions 
year by year are niore than we think, and 
there are in Judaism, as in other faiths, a 
number still who, like Nicodemus of old, are 
disciples of Jesus secretly for fear of their 
brethren. In point of quality the character 
of these converts may be guessed from the 
fact that of the 377 missionaries engaged in 
the work as many as 150 at least are of 
Jewish birth. It is, indeed, often said that 
only Jews of inferior ability and low social 
position bave embraced Christianity. We 
deny that this is true in any sense peculiar 
to Jewish Missions. It is wearisome repeat - 
ing over and over the names that refute this 
assertion. Neander, one of the greatest of 
modern theologians, was a Christian Jew. 
Adolph Saphir, one of the most learned of 
living Presbyterian divines, is, if we mistake 
not, one of the first converts of the Church 
of Scotland’s Mission tu the Jews. Lord 
Herschel], the ex-Lord Chancellor, is by race 
a Jew, his father—the Rev. Ridley Herschell 
—having been a convert from Judaism, and 
the author of a series of biographies of Jews 
converted in high social positions—Da Costa, 


af 
approach every society engaged in Jewish | m 
Mission work, with a view to ascertain the | “ 
number of stations ocoupied in Jewish com ; 
munities, the number of agents employed, » 
the amount annually contributed, and mii 
generally to obtain any statistics which . 
might help towards a full and accurate , 
statement of the strength of Jewish Missions t 
to Israel. From Britain and America, and ; 
Germany and Russia and other lands, he ye 
sought the information desired for his f 
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Stern, and others. Lydia Montifiore, of the 
well-known Jewish family, was a convert of 
bigh encial rank and station. The accessions 
from Jadaism to Christianity show men and 
women of culture and learning and station ; 
but even if it had been otherwise, we might 
still recall the words of St. Paal: “ Not many 
wise men after the fiesh, not many mighty, 


are making the Jewish people familiar with 
Christian truth and Christian worship in 
their scriptural simplicity. Our missionaries 
report to us numbers of Jews who are now 
reading the New Testament for themselves, 
and are astonished at what it tells them of 
Jesus of Nazareth and His disciples. 

Again, our Protestant and Evangelical 
Missions are disarming Jewish hatred of 
Christianity—the growth of long centuries 
of oppression and wrong which the Jews 
have borne at the bands of Christians. Our 
missions to Jews are reversing all that. Our 
teachers in Mission schools not only instruct 
Jewish children by hundreds, but have 
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of winning their personal 
attachment and love. By relieving their 
temporal necessities, as there is need, our 
missionaries give the Jews a new conception 
of the spirit of Christ Jesus. Especially 
does the Medical Mission serve this end, and 
our Medical Mission at Smyrna has opened 
many Jewish hearts to Christianity in that 
large and important centre of Jewish life. 
It is clear, then, that short of conversions 
and baptisms, there is a great preparatory 
in progress, which is overthrowing the 
outposts of Jewish hatred and prejudice 
very citadel of Jewish unbelief. 

Moreover, the educational work to which 
reference bas been made is telling, howerer 
slowly, upon Jewish thought and sentiment. 
The Jewish children in our Mission schools 
have many of them as thorough a knowledge 
of the Scriptures as the children in our 
Sabtiath-echools at home. They sing the 


Christian hymns and are particularly fond 


of them ; they read the Christian Scriptures ; 
and they come under the Christian influence 
of the devoted men and women who teach 
them. One of our Jewish agents wrote home 


. | lately regarding a Jewish family who had 


attended for years our Mission school, that 
they were to all intents and purposes Chris- 
tians, for all that they knew of Judaism was 
that their parents were Jews. 

These are some of the results of Jewish 
Missions. They would be greater, if our 
faith were greater, if our prayers were more 
abundant, if our contributions were more 
adequate to a cause with so many claims 
upon the Church of Obrist . ... 
Even if the resalts had been scantier 
than they are, the obligation of the 
Church to prosecute the work would be still 
the same. For all friends of Jewish Missions 
there is the grand and ultimate goal to work 
for—* All Israel shall be saved.” And there 
is the promise to sustain present effort: 
**Even at this present time there is a 
femnant according to the election of 
grace.” | 


not many noble, are called. Bat God hath | 
chosen the foolish things of the world to | 
confound the wise ; and God hath chosen the | 
weak things of the world to confound the | f 
things which are mighty ... that no flesh | 
should glory in His presence.” | 
2 Moral Results.— Actual baptioms are no | 
adequate measure of the missionary results 
of our Jewish Mission work. There are) 
moral results of the highest value which | 
figures cannot express. | 
For one thing, our Protestant ani Evan. | 
gelical Missions are giving the Jews true | 
representation of Christian doctrine and | 
worship. Fer be it from us to say» harsh [i 
which represent Christianity in many of the | 
cities and countries where Jews are to be 
found ; but there is much in their worsbip 
which seems to the Jew to be sheer idolatry 
When he sees the Latin Christian bowing 
ii before an image of the Virgin, and the 
| Greek, Armenian, and Coptic Cbristian 
. i celebrating his mass, what can be think of 
| such Obristianity? . . . Protestant missions 
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ani what is to Le understood by it!” | not without interest. In 1849, Madame V. de 
| Profemor Bois bolds firm to the principles ; Presseneé requested a Protestant lady to 
and though he gently the new Visit tick woman in Hostal 
school of ardent young thechaylane with bein of apprehension natura 
to in condemning what they | to a new departure visit was paid. 
. deem to be effete, yet the new school, with The good old Christian woman, « converted 
! old as error | At the same time, other young God, did not keep it to herself—tottering 
groupe are striving to harmonise old formo. round the ward, and standing beside the bed 
laries and Scripture utterances with “the | wherever she heard « feeble voice my, 
modern conscience.’’ Others are attracted by ~ Madame 80! (the number of her own bed) 
Christian Socialism. These three ‘* young come and talk with me” One said, “I am 
. schools are so intertwined with one another dying, and they tell me I am all right with 
that to separate them more | the sacraments; but oh! my burden of sin 
dificult. The shades say ie Dot removed ; I am afraid of meeting God,” 
where one begins and ms less The good old lady, who had left her burden 
and less possible. sean’ foot of the Cross, was able to point 
The twenty-first Free Churches’ tent aright. When the young visitor 
met in Saint Jean du Gard, a church the other patients called her, and 
beginnings were in « amall room. In her to get visiting card, like the 
chapel was built. At certain de charité, and so come freely all round 
1871, God has granted « revival of closed to the public, Steps were 
marked and at the central administration, the card 
earnest pray obtained, and perfect freedom granted on 
Ireland in | understanding that controversy with 
levant quest | Catholics should be avoided. 
mem bership, three years frequent visits were 
which met fre the same results ; but 
and fervent. Some churches are | had to be used by the Visitor. 
in was @ sudden exclusion, due to 
work of violent-spirited nun, who, 
; i to apologize, and the visits were 
, Bix weeks after came another 
exclusiun, this time backed by 
. Paris | the central administration, The visitor had 
g ith & Foreign Bible actually read the Parable of the Lost Sheep 
aa ightly judged, and its | to ® Protestant patient within hearing of 
ated, in the Roman | some Catholics! The Governor institated 
>», for want of clear. | an inquiry, The patients answered his 
| mination, monstrous questions so simply that there was not a 
most always been pro- | hair's breadth on which to hang an accusa. 
especially, and almost all | tion. The last interrogatory is worth pre 
eties also. Thank God serving: “Does the visitor speak to you 
® spark of truth has of Religion?” “Op | No sir, only of morale / ” 
| ciety for rescuing priests “What difference do you make between 
error in their| the two!” « Religion is the Mass, Con- 
and there are several tession, the Sacraments, the Saints, pur- 
gatory, and so forth ; but morale is telling 
Alliance meetings in us how to forsake bed ways and take the goos 
Nov. 1. French | one !” Then bursting into tears, Sin! 
and Swiss pastors and other brethren met in I hope no harm is going to happen to our 
the love of God. The principal subject pressed dear young Lady |” “ No my child, said the 
upon all was family worship.* Governor, your answer would by itself, | | 
Among the various and numerous “ women’s secure that!" The whole affair was in- , 
be work” mentioned at the women's congress was vestigated; story had been trumped up 
‘that of hospital visitation. ) The origin of the against the Protestant Visitor, in order to 
| work inconnéxiou-with Paris Protestants is cover a forced baptism, by the priest, of a 
Hove to give ja our next report of this gathering 
; j 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM, 


1889 } 


> 


le 

ing 
buildi 
The 
Church 


Crischona at Bale, as director of the Johan- 
that this should be 


Y. 


of the reformation. | Matthew's 
It would be very good | Society had chosen Mr. Ae on gyre 


a similar awakening once more took 


pper 
cup, at 
reason 
of ha 
tal, is 
of Rome, 
been 
ja 
The differen 
pgs, in 
bl 
the 
the 
tal gladly 
in our large city, which certainly | neum in Bonn. The committee had not desired 


can hardly be compared now with the 


36! 
woman in the hospital. | an English lady of rank, her to al 
The visitor was recommend some 
to her post, and from for an important position connected with 
ladies were chosen for the | sick nursing. The visitor replied : “I never 
aos Ga to The nuns found in time | saw one equal to a lady, whose address I have " 
that these were not foes, but friends | not, but whose name is Florence Nightingale ; 
to be trusted, and many and blessed were the she struck me exceedingly in going round a 
conversations between them. two Paris Hospitals.” This was the first step 
Inmumerable and blessed have been the which led Florence Nightingale to the | 
results. One of these will not be judged out Crimes. 
of place. The young visitor received a call, We Protestants in France have recently 
from a Lady, introduced by the Rev. H. | enffered a very serious loss in the death of 7 
Bansen, requesting an introduction to the Count Delaborde, bat still more serious is 
Paris hospitals. She was conducted through the death of Pasteur Bercier, who expired Uy 
Beaujon and the Hotel-Dieu. Some time | quite suddenly on Monday night, the 18th 
afterwards the visitor received a letter from | inst., at the comparatively early age of 58. | 
[From o Correspondent. been useless for tl 
in, November 16, 1889. | Protestants in Turkey. At 
the lst of this month, 350 years bad | mission for the building of 
since the introduction of the refor- | Protestant Church at Bethlehe 
in the electorate of Brandenburg. | been delayed so very long, 
ector Joachim II. for the first time received | during the days of the visit of « 

small Berlin of old. There is a great r| : 
deal of Christian work done here, but,|to say that he has done so, and this is, if 
nevertheless, sin and darknéss abound. At/ humanly speaking, a great pledge for the ji | 
Spandau, a monament for Joachim II. was | future growth and success of the institution. ae i 
unveiled. The Emperor and Empress were | Mr. Haarbeck, originally a German pastor f 
greatly missed at this religious and patriotic | from the Rhine Province, has worked with 
festival, They were on their way from | great blessing in his present position, which e 

| Athens to Constantinople, where the re- | is somewhat similar to the one he is going to bz 
formation festival was celebrated in their | occupy. He has therefore the necessary 
the chapel of the German | experience in this kind of work, and the IE 
Sunday, Nov. 3. Court | results of his activity him con- 
Kogel, who had accompanied | fidence in all religious circles. x i 
the sermon. We hope that this visit may | Socialist party, which took place every Friday i. 
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NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 
A NEW MISSION IN CALIFORNIA. 
(Abridged from the Moravian Periodical Accounts.) 


Tuas are about 260,000 Indians in the 
United States of America. We have already 
missions to the Delawares and Cherokees, 
and, thanks to an admirable society of Chris- 
tian ladies, called “ The Women's National 
Indian Association,” we hope soon to have a 


‘Gospel work among another tribe. The aim 


of the W.N.1.A. is to commence missions to 
the inffians, and among other efforts they 
have requested the American Province of 
our Chorch to send a missionary to the 
Cohahuila Indians of California, the Associa- 
tion paying the initial costs of outfit, travel- 
ling, eto. If after a year the effort should 
promise success, our Church will carry it on. 
Br. W. H. Weinland, late of Alaska, has 
received and accepted a call to take charge 
of this new mission, and may God bless and 
prosper it. TheCobahuila (pronounced Cow- 
ee-ah) Indians live in the southern portion 
of that part of California, which belongs to 
the United States, and just to the north of 
the peninsula so familiar on the map of 
North America. | 

Br. Weinland writing from San Jacinto, 
California, gives « long and interesting 


_ foot-hills to the south, aboat thirty-five miles 
from San Jacinto, is the Cohahuila Reserva- 
tion. 

Entering the cafion east of San Jacinto, 
we are soon climbing the steep mountain 
road which has just been completed over the 
mountains. It is but little wider than our 
copveyance. Above us is « perpendicular 
wall of rocks ; below us the yawning chasm 
of the cafion, at the bottom of which, like « 
sparkling thread of silver, rushes « small 
mountain stream. As we reach the summit, 
and tern to view the road by which we have 


come, we behold a magnificent panorama, 
worth coming many miles to see, for before 
us lies the whole San Jacinto valley, with its 


The descent is by a short, precipitous road, 
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of Pastor Brandt, who three years ago was | however, to sceept i 
depoved and exiled to Smoleosk for baving | froms German Lathoras eoloay te 
advised some Lutherans (supposed to have Russia Notwithstanding thie reprieve, the 
really become members of the Greek Church, Senate has just condemned Pastor Brandt to 
but who, repenting of their apostasy, wished {our months’ imprisonment for having some 
to leave it) to seud « petition to the Emperor | time ago given the Sacrament to some | 
of Russia begging to be allowed to reture to| who were merely nominal members of the 
their Lutheran Church, After a year of Russian Church, and who had earnestly 
exile he was pardoned, but he was forbidden begged him to do so. Religious persecution 
to re-enter Livonia. He had permission, | is still going on in the Baltic Provinces. | 
| 
town, farms, orchards, rivers and mountains. 
Having passed through the Hemet valley, 
our road again leads upward to the summit ) 
of another pass, from which point we have a 
bird's-eye view of the entire Cobahuila valley. 7 
What acontrast! Tall pines gave the well- ¥ : 
watered Hemet valley a beautiful, home- 
like appearance. In the Cohashaila valley | 
scarcely a tree is to be seen, while the deep bs 
blue of the aky, the bazy blae of the moun- ¥h | 
account of his journey from his home at | tains, the yellow of the ripe barley, and the an | 
Blairstown, and a description of the country orange colour of the wheat-fields, combined M 
+ im which he hopes to carry on his work. | with the vastness of the scene, gives one s HI 
From this we give the following extracts :— | strange, solemn, home-sick feeling. Why 4) 
Leaving Blairstown, Iowa, we travelled | must the Indians, who were the original 4 
by the Union Pacific Railway, and arrived possessors of all our lands, now be pushed ‘4 
safely at Los Angeles, California. During into these dreary, barren wastes ? 5 
our stay in Los Angeles we met several| [i ef 
gentlemen acquainted with the country and | and soon we are on the reservation proper. 4% 
the Indians to whom we were going. As we drive up the valley we pass fields and wll 
About us are the San Jacinto mountains, | stacks of grain, and Colonel Preston ex- ae 
high, bleak and grey. At the foot of these presses himself wel] pleased with the readiness i 
mountains, and about two miles from the | with which these Indians followed his advice ae 
town of San Jacinto, is the Sabobo Indian | that they should raise all the com they | 
Reservation ; while on » plateau across the | could, The schoolhouse is a little west of : 
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In the village we 
find quite a gathering of men, each talking 
in a low grumble. Not one greets us, and 
the faces of all look dark and troubled! 
What will be the result of our consultation 
with them? In silent prayer we ask God to 
direct us in His paths. At a word from the 
Colonel we all enter theschool-room. Thirty 
men are present, some old and wrinkled, 
with gray hair and gray beards ; some are 
bright, intelligent young men. All are pretiy 
well dressed in American clothes. As I look 
into their faces I feel drawn to them. 


Colonel Preston baving asked a manly, 
bright-faced young fellow, named Leonitia, 
to imterptet for him, at once states the 
object of our coming: “‘The Women’s 
National Indian Association bas sent this 
gentleman and his family to be missionaries 
among you. The Government has given 
them five acres of land on this reservation 


upon which to build a home, and has | 
ordered me to take for this purpose a piece 


of the land which you are not using ; I want 
you to assist in selecting it.” 

This statement of our errand, and many 
other words of explanation, were translated 
into the Spanish language by Leonitia. For 
- more than two hours we waited for the 
Indians to give their decision. Then Leonitia 
spoke: “‘The land on this reservation had 
been given to the Indians. There is no 
land which they are willing to spare for 
a mission.” The Colonel was surprised, for 
the Chief bad told him that his people were 
ready to welcome us. He did his best to 


and they promised to do so, and to bring 
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decision remained the same, we have deter- 


- | mined to make San Jacinto onr headquarters 


for the present, and to work amongst the 
tribes of Indians, who sre reached more 
easily from here than from Cobahaila 

In «@ second letter, the writer says, gives 
further information about the country and 
its inhabitants, and an account of the com- 
mencement of his work. 


singing a namber of hymna. 
is work to be dune, and a door opened 
widely for us to enter. Brethren, “ Pray 


‘for us that the Word of the Lord may 


have free course and be glorified, even as it is 
with you; and that we may be delivered 
from unreasonable and wicked men, for all 
men have nct faith.” (2 Theas. iii. 1, 2.) 


» at the school-house early in the afternoon, 


have become tired of waiting for us and 


us word at San Jacinto nextday. As their have gone home. Bat as the shades of night 


the centre of the reservation, a low frame 
building about fourteen by forty feet, con 
sisting of two departments, the one being the 
. home of the teacher, the other the school- 
room. 
We are told that the Indians wish to hold 
| a council to-morrow, so we seek shelter for 
the night, and prepare for the consultation. 
- These Cohahbuila Indians have well-built 
adobd houses, which are cool in summerand| In my last, I described our trip to the 
warm in winter. The land in this valley is ,Cobahuila Reservation, and gave the de- 
badly suited for agricaltaral purposes, being | cision of the Indians, that there is no 
poorly watered, but the large herds of cattle | place within the reservation for the estab- 
show how well the Indians bave solved the lishing of our mission. Two other reser- 
problem of self-support. vations engaged our attention this morning. 
Eight o'clock Saterday morning is the The one is called Sabobo. It lies be- 
hour set for the meeting at the school-house.|tween the San Jacinto mountains and 
As we approach the village we see riders | the river of the same name, and is about 
a mile from the town of San Jacinto. “On 
June 30, we organized a Suuday-school in 
he 
Indians present. I 
that on the iow of 
house wuuld be too 
all who had ome. 
ide | 
| Whea we drove up to 
| on Sunday morning at 
large cottonwood tree. 
| five Indians present, with 
ft Mary Noble, the school 
sister having come also. The 
and some of 
quite well In 
| and women Miss 
f is the comm 
BSabobo Indians, 
little. After the Sunday-school came a 
| service, with a short, practical sermon in 
joined in the Lord's prayer, and in 
| We bad a long way to drive this after- 
noon. The road has been Jong and our 
conveyance too heavy for the steep mountain 
grades, so some of the Indians who were 


are falling, thirty-five Indians, of all ages, | for, but urged the man to come with 
gather with us for worship. How oar| whole family. Mies Morris, an earnest, 
hearts fill with glad emotion as they join conscientious Christian, has been teaching 
sith rich, fall voices in the hymn, “‘ What a the Government school at this place for the 
friend we have in Jesus!” Then follows | last two years. Seeing how neglected these 
@ short sermon, which Mr. John Morongo people were, she started a Sunday-echool. 
interprets into the Indian language, Spanish Hearing of this school shdrily after our 
not spoken by these Indians. As | arrival at San Jacinto, 1 drove to Potraro, 
we were leaving the school-house a white | and found Miss Morris about to start for 
man, who had been present, shook me by | San Francisco on her vacation, and wonder- 
the hand, and with eyes filled with tears, ing who would conduct the Sanday-school 
asked permission to bring bis children to | during ber absence. It was soon arranged 
the Sunday-school “ Why,” said he, these that I should take charge of it, and so 
Indian children are far ahead of mine.” begin my labours amongst these Indians at 
We not only gave the permission asked | once. 


NEW SOUTH WALES, 
MISSION TO THE ABORIGINES. 


Some twenty-five years ago Mr. Daniel 
Matthews, then in business in Echuca, on the 
Murray River, became stirred on behalf of the 
neglected, ignorant, dying blacks of New 
South Wales. Something was even then 
being done for the blacks in Victoria, but 
nothing in New South Wales. He got some 
children from the camps to come to his own 
store in Echuca, and found it was possible to 
teach them to read and so on—contrary, be 
it remembered, to the general notion that 
blacks were too: low in the scale of 
intelligence to be taught at all.” By-and-by, 
as he and his wife became more and more 


interested in the Aborigines, an appeal was 


sent out in 1873, and some £30 came in. 
The next year the business in Echuca was 
given up, a farm was taken, “‘ by selection,” 
at Maloga, and, partly at his own expense, a 
school-house was built with a room for meet- 
ings, and four dormitories. Such in its in- 
ception and origin was the now famous Maloga 
Mission. 

Many initial difficulties arose—perbars 
chiefly from the reluctance of the blacks to 
abandon the “ liberty ” of their old camp-life. 
Twelve were induced to come in for a few 
months to the mission station ; but gradually 
they drifted off again, the last to leave being 
a girl taken away by her old grandmother, 
who came down the river in a canoe to fetch 
her. By patient and personal effort another 
little company was gathered by ones and 
twos; and since then the mission station has 
- Hever been without its Aboriginal colony, now 
numbering some 150 blacks, on properly 
settled land, 1,860 acres (not including Mr. 


Matthews’ own allotment), secured by faith 
and prayer for the benefit of the blacks. The 
success of this undertaking stimulated and 
encouraged others to work among the blacks, 
and, in course of time, the Aborigines’ Pro- 
tection Association (usually, for the sake of 
brevity, styled the A.P.A.) was formed in 
Sydney to assist Mr. Matthews in his work. 
Some three years ago Mr, Matthews, having 
from the first been interested in the A.P.A., 
thought fit to unite his work with it, and for 
a time this worked well, but eventually 
certain difficulties arose —partly through the 
control resting in Sydney, far off from the 
station—and Mr. Matthews resigned his 
position on the A.P.A., leaving the secular, 
social, and educational affairs in its hands, 
and resolving to devote himself in faith to the 
spiritual work. 

This settlement has been called by the 
blacks Kumeroogunja, meaning, in their 
language, “ rising up,” and referring to its 
effect of raising the blacks t® a higher level. 
During the absence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Matthews, while on a visit to this land, the 
A.P.A. is taking charge of and providing for 
the natives at the station. 

Before glancing at the plans and prospects 
of these devoted labourers for the future, it 
will be well to describe briefly the operations 
of a mission station. The poor wandering 
children of the water-holes and camps have 
learned but too readily (in addition to their 
pristine ignorance and superstition) the vices” 
of the white man. Drink and, alas! im- 
morality, have become their bane and ruin. 
The aim of the mission station is, therefore, 
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to gather them in from the nomad life, to 
save them from themselves, to teach them 
better things, and, above all, to win them to 
the Saviour. But bere, as among the lowest 
classes at home and as amongst heathen in al] 
lands, the hope is in the children. The “ old 
blacks ” are wedded to the life and habits of 
the past. Even from them precious trophies 
have been won for the Redeemer’s crown ; 
but, speaking generally, the grand aim is to 
train, teach, and win the children’ Hence 
the schools are regarded as a very important 
feature, and, contrary to received notions, 
very apt scholars they prove. They are quick 
at reading, writing, arithmetic, drawing, and 
composition, while they are very fond of 
music, and sing hymns sweetly and correctly. 
These little ones at Maloga have grown up, 
and are growing up, earnest and intelligent 
followers of Christ. Of the 150 natives now 
at the station, at least 100 are regarded as 
sincere believers in the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and many from this station are now witness- 
ing faithfully to their own people. 

Their faith is very simple and child-like ; 
when anything is really wanted for the 
mission or for themselves they have learned 
to tell Jesus, to ask and expect. Indeed, the 
prayers of such have proved oftentimes a 
great help to Mr. Matthews. 
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wayward wills may be broken and they may 
be restored in peace. 

But now as to the futere, Mr. and Mrs. 
Matthews have it strongly laid on their hearts 
to give themselves specially to training suit- 
able men (Aboriginal) as missionaries to their 
own people, and indeed in this way they have 
already been markedly succesful. There is 
need, great need, for many more missionaries 
and mission stations for the Aborigines. 

In Victoria the blacks are few, and are well 
looked after, in New South Wales they are 
numerous (8,000 stated), and, while something 
is being done at Maloga and Warangesda, 
moch more needs to be done. Then in 
Queensland two Moravians are labouring in 
the north ; otherwise little or nothing has yet 
been done, though Mr. Matthews has been 
the means of founding branches of the A-P.A. 
The number of blacks in this colony has been 
stated to be 280,000, but Mr. Matthews puts 
it at 150,000 to avoid exaggeration. Paddy 
says “they are vastly more numerous ; and 
thousands of them camp far off in the busb, 
and have never seen a white man.” Here 
then there is great need fornew work. Then 
in Western Australia the blacks are unhelped 
and unreached ; and my two black friends 
seemed moved to tears by tidings they had 
of cruelties inflicted on the Aborigines in this 
newer colony. Lastly, on the sorth from 
North-west Cape to the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
there are supposed to be many scattered and 
wholly savage tribes. 

Thus there is a large field, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Matthews desire to give themselves to 
training godly blacks, to training white 
missionaries (men and women), led to devote 
themselves to the Aborigines ; also to ex- 
establishment of new stations in any of the 
Australian Colonies. 

On behalf of this great and urgent work 
they are now in England, believing that 
thousands of the Lord’s people need only to 
know of such things in order to bestow sym- 
pathy, prayer, and support —(Abridged from 
Word 4 Work.) 


THE RELIGIONS OF CHINA. 


By the Rev. Groncsz Pekin. 
| Baddbism was 


from India in 
the first century of our era. Nearly every 
Chinese believes in all three systems, and his 
creed is a curious patchwork composed of bits 
of each. These three systems, so different in 


| 
| 366 
At the same time, while there is much in 
such simplicity of faith to cheer and gladden, 
it must be borne in mind that the habits of a 
) lifetime and the allurements of kith and kin 
are strong and stubborn, and not easily 
| shaken off or broken. Hence all who turn 
over Mr. Matthews’ reports know how often 
} he has to tell of bitter disappointment, of 
men and women who had promised fair going 
back to the old life and old vices. Yet, on 
the other hand, he has not seldom to record 
| that these very wanderers are by Divine grace 
brought back repentant, and are graciously 
forgiven. . The records of the mission abound 
| in such incidents and facts, and, indeed, long 
as the waiting time may be, hope is never lost 
; of any, but prayer is made continually that 
| has three 
recognized and endowed by the State— 
namely Confucianism, Taoism, and Budd- 
hism. Oonfucianism and Taoism originated 
in China, and are purely Chinese systems ; 
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other respects, are alike in this—not one of 
the three has a Saviour from sin. 


government of the state, and the pacification 
of the empire.” But “be who would cultivate 
his person must first correct his heart ; to 
correct his heart he must first make his 


Ged or of Christ, but of natural philosophy. 
The “fall” is not recognized, sin is little 
spoken of, and there is no idea of a Saviour. 
Knowledge and selfculture are the only 


“ Each man’s life 
The outcome of his former living 
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The angels in the beavens of 
Froite of « boly past. 
Deeds that were wicked in an age gone by.” 


And there is no deliverance or escape from 
this pitiless and changeless retribution :— 


“It knows not wrath nor pardon ; utter-true 
Its measures mete ; its faultiess balance weighs.” 


Obrist said : “Come unto Me all ye that 

labour and are heavy laden, and | will give 
you rest.” But Baddba warned his followers 
against seeking help from gods or men — 
“ Pray not ! the darkness will not brighten! Ask 
Nought from the silence, for it cannot speak ! 
Vex not your mournfal minds with pious pains. 
Ab! brothers, sisters, seek 4 

Nought from the helpless gods by gift or hymn, 
Nor bribe with blood, nor with frait; 
Within yourselves deliverance must be sought, 
Each man his prison makes.” 

Man is his own destroyer and must be his 
own saviour. His sickness is self-caused and 
must be self-cured. Sin must be expiated 
by suffering, it cannot be pardoned. Happi- 
ness must be won by merit, it cannot be 
given of grace. ‘‘ Whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap.” “ Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,” 
is a truth wholly alien to Buddhism. The 
Buddhist knows that ‘‘the wages of sin is 
death,” but has no conception that the “ gift 
of God is eternal life through our Lord Jesus 


+ | Christ.” The poor Buddhist is as lonely and 


suffering men, women, and children. Buddha 
comes to the brink of that pit, and says 


ee 


4 


Oonfucianiam is a system of political, social, 
Its scope and sim, as stated by « disciple of 
“Great Learning,” are “the cultivation of 
thoughts sincere; to make his thoughts 
sincere be must first carry his knowledge to 
the utmost ; and this perfection of knowledge 
lies in the exhaustive investigation of nature. 
The whole system is based upon the as- 
sumption that man is born good, and by self- 
cultare can attain perfection. Knowledge 
indeed is necessary, but not the knowledge of 
saviours it knows. 
The Confucianist prays to heaven and 
earth, and all the gods, for material blessings, 
but never for moral or spiritual help. Weak, 
there is no hand in which he can lay his and 
and gather strength ; sick, he knows of no 
physician ; and guilty, expects no pardon. 
Confacianism is a system of rules for the 
righteous, not a salvation for sinners 
hygienics for the healthy, not medicine f as friendless as if in all this great universe 
the sick. The tree Confacianist does not | there were neither God nor man. He may ' 
believe much = the repentance of pubtians ask, but he shall not receive; he may seek, 
and sinners. Confucius himself said: “There | shall not find; he may knock, but it 
are two classes that never change, the wise shall not be opened to him. 
man and the fool.” In the same strain be I have heard our Chinese preacher make , 
told his disciples that “‘ Rotten wood cannot | 1h i, comparison between Christ and Buddha : | 
be carved, nor a mud wall painted,” meaning | 7,, world is like a deep, dark pit, full of ‘, 
that the evil and depraved cannot be re- + 
formed. Ip all its classics, Confucianism has ok! | 
no such story as the “ Parable of the Prodigal ag 
Son,” and no such moral miracles as the ei 
“ Dying Thief” and the “‘ Philippian Jailor.” PH, | 
sinners to repentance, or quicken into new- fe 
It is a philosophy, not a uy 
Christ a Divine Saviour. aif 
‘« Whataocever a man soweth, that shall he Lie 
also reap,” is the cardinal doctrine of Budd- fi | 


or a tradesman's balance-sheet, good works 


Saving « child from being destroyed... 50 
from beef and dog-flesh one 


Preserving live-long chastity ... -» 1,000 
Da.—Loving a wife more than father or 
, scores 100 
Cooking ordog-fieeh ... 100 
Misusing written & 
Publishing immoral demerit 
is measureless 


The devout Taoist keeps a current account 
with heaven. His well-being here and here- 
after depends on the state of that account. 
But the account of even the best is con- 
fessedly on the wrong side. It is recorded 
of one of their good men that when he 
appeared before the Judge of the Dead, it 
was found tbat during his life of forty-seven 


years he had performed 4,973 meritorious 


year ... aw bee = 6] wrong side. 
Destroying plates of obscene books 800. 


when he said: ‘‘I bave determined to know 
nothing among you save Christ, and Him 
crucified.” And we Christians are debtors 


the glad tidings of great joy, that 
loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”—(Abridged from the London Mission- 
ary Chronicle). 


BRIEF NOTICES OF BOOKS. 


Alone with the Word. By the Rev. G. Strainer 
Rows. Hodder & Stoughton. 


We have bere not only a handsome volume o: 
over 400 pp. bet 0 realty valuable work. To be 
alone with the Word should be the desire of every 
true follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in this 
most useful book we are not led into the views of 
any party or denomination, bot are ht into 
the of the Master himself, to receive His 
The author tells us in his preface that his 
purpose is not to y an exposition or com- 
mentary, but to give aid in reading the New 
Testament, and to point out Jessons and suggest 
reflections which will promote obedient faith in 
tke Word and transmit the knowledge of it into 
The book cannot fail to be 
—— to those who wish to become intelligent 


parallel parts being grouped together, and we have 


the sense of the sacred writings given impartially 
and in admirable form. There is also a useful 


index showing where the note on any given passage 
in the Gospels may be found. Mr. Rowe has 
rendered a valuable service to all who are seeking 
to study the New Testament devotionally ; and we 
ean but hope that he will still further lay us 
under obligation by producing a similar volume on 
the Old Testament. 


The God who Answers Prayer: By CHARLOTTE 
Masox 


Tae Houses of Rest at Cambridge Gardens, 
Kilburn, and at Eastbourne, are greatly appreciated 
by Christian workers, and Miss Mason’s indefati- 
gable efforts in connexion with these Institutions is 
widely known. In the report from April 1886 
to December 1888, publishedjin the form of a 


< 
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me Taciam is the third religious system of actions, and had committed during the same 
China. Its priest sought diligently through period 296,000 evil deeds. And the story 
long centuries for the “elixir of life,” one | goes on to ask: “If s good man comes ont 
draught of which would change this mortal | thus badly, where will the wicked and 
body into an immortal, but failed to find it. | angodly appear!” Yet this miserable and ; 
Still they believe there is such an elixir, if hopeless system of salvation by works is the 
any one were good enough and wise enough | only one the poor Taoist knows. He has 
to discover it. Meanwhile they prescribe never beard or dreamed of One who “ was 
forty-eight forms of “bodily exercises ” | wounded for our 
which help to etherealize the body and for our iniquities, and by w 
cbange it into spiritaal body. Charme and | are healed.” 
magic are also mach used. | Thes neither of China's 
But the chief reliance of Taoism is on good | systems offers eo 
works. dood in apprained and tabe-| ecianiom ignore 
lated like a schoolboy’s examination paper philosophy and self-culture. Buddhism 
Pe tells the lost to save themecives by destroy- 
on one side, evil works on the other, thus :— ing ‘‘ the seven feelings and the six passions.” 
Ca.—Giving a coffin to the poor, counts ... 309 | Taoism, pending the discovery of the 
Exhorting « mother not to commit “Philosopher's Stone” or the “ Elixir of 
Life,” has nothing better to offer than « 
_ Balance-sheet” which is always on the 
e condition of the heathen every- 
. t is literally true that “ There is no 
other name (than Jesus) given under 
heaven among nien whereby we must be 
saved.” The world has many religions, 
it has but one Gospel : many sages, but only 
oe Saviour. Paul knew the world’s need 
| to all men till we have proclaimed to them 
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has given Leieure Hour, The Sanday 41 Home, 
Religions Tract Society. 
(Ma. bee given ws,in this velume of 260 fhe 
known. to. the Rost the Rev. C. 
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thent 
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seen to be the priesthood the world needs.) asking “Am ! safe?" we should inquire, in | 
We should ero, desperate carnestness, What am | doing to prove 
time forbids more than a bint of two. 1. myself @ priest unto Ged, by living to save my 
> in the mass the | RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY: WHAT SPIRIT 
the sacrifice cannot 
He hath perfected for ever them that Joum (Principal 
are sanctified.” Let of the Baptist College, Bristol) : 
faith be renewed again again but Hs re-/ This is the question to which I have been asked 
peticn—aever' The offering of the body of Jesus to give some answer to-night. It does not relate to 
was once for all / that whol te tor oven 
blood to the people. Bat the Lord Jesus of religious comtroversy—the of God. The 
them to us question is as to the spirit of the disputant ; and 
sacrifices, He gave them to us when He very briefly in two remarks. 
He gives them to us sow He First, what I may the “Truth-spirit” is 
lives, and we have a Christ to live upon essential in all controversy on matters. 
alwa We need neither Church nor priest to That spirit is of divine creation, it to the 
priests for our Saviour’s blood, what spirit that all personal investigations 
we should be | into revelation must be conducted. kt is the spirit 
men knew how near tle was to them, s light. the spirit can 1" 
sould think an impertinence indeed for ny | Poaln, he 
Shee a ee between the soul and the receive the light. It is more than fairness that 
Saviour. priest gives absolution. True, the holds the balance even. ete deg my 
Lord said to his and others : “ Whosesoever to know God’s mind and will—God’s truth. In 
tins ye remit, they are to them, and | truth. 
whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained ; ” but it, combined with an element of reverence. “My 
Guay toon soul breaketh for the longing it hath unto thy 
how they exercised that function ; to many | judgments at all times.” To some of us, 
in the early Chagh was imparted the gift of the | through professionalism or other causes, it 
discernment of spirits; and where this is given, may be chiefly a memory. We look back 
absolution, declaratively at least, is possible. Still, and recall the hours of delight, of passionate joy, 
as for me, rather let me get up close to my Saviour, almost rapture, when we were wont to thrill tc 
sino divine revealings. Such delight, it may be, is now 
; Sins are forgiven thee,” and another absolver strange to some of us ; has perhaps become largely 
; not need. @ tradition of our carlier years. If so, we have 
But while none of these things are needed; on suffered a greater loss than we know—one of the 
the other hand (2), that which is needed can be losses a Christian man can sustain. 
done without any sacerdetal office whatever. toy 
Cannot you, as Christians, unbare the evil of sin? truth-spirit, this eager longing for God's light, this 
: Can you not open up the truth of God to men? delight'in divine revealings to the soul cannot be 
. Can you not invite the sinner to the Saviour, and “eprcssed without loss of the most serious kind. 
plead with men tocome to Him? Can you not from ete must be brought into all 
your own experience of a Saviour’s love, help to our controversy. we cannot bring it in, let 
chase away doubts and difficulties from the minds us hold our peace. The result of bringing it in will 
of others? Cannot you rush to the people's be to redeem religious controversy from being the 
aid, when they are in any trouble, and share narrow, bitter, and confused thing it so often Is— 
thie herdens and their cares? Oh, Sirs, it is | when Christ is “wounded in she house af tis 
this heart and life-work that the world wants. friends.” Controversy in this case will become the 
And yet, did it ever occur to you to ask—  anbouned Wi Ce 
taking professing Christians as they now are, Animated by the truth-spirit I cannot fight for 
the bulk of them scarce catching so much as be wakair to nn&t introduce personalities ; I dare not 
be or wares things be unfair to my opponent ; dare not quibble with 
be or worse, if the so-called priests of all him {I dare not stoop to controversial tricks in 
churches were to cease ? The late F. D. Maurice order to confute or silence him. Auimated by this 
said, “ Never try to take from a man the shadow spirit I shall not be overawed great names or by 
of a truth which he may hold, unless you are great men. W any man scope a great poo, 
pesarme, fll up the blank by the substance worthily won and worthily held, listen 
ths to Ratiently, sympathetically to what he has 
that canon to the case in hand, when we ask, “ to say; just as would to the humblest and most 
sacerdotalism vanishes, are Christians ready to step unpretending Christian man. Bat it must be in 
in at once to fulfil their functions as ‘ priests unto | the spirit of the old words, “Of those who seemed 
God?’” We see not how we can possibly give to be somewhat, whatsoever they were, it maketh 
any other than a negative reply. Yet if, as Chris- no matter to me; God yp tryted ae oal 
fians, we cannot meet every need of men, let us Animated by the trath-epirit dant silent 
stand of we be spoken ‘ruth that ought to 
high calling shor our | be spoken out just now. dare not be silent 
high calling. It is time instead of merely about it from considerations of expediency, or self- 
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moving’ undér the same of laws and subject bigher government. If this 
as the supreme power of the the: testimony the: mos 
giving:to it an hemest | Jesus trom the dna. fio 
and ‘to as 
reply: If their opimion of the rank of “of be proved, 
were to become the all His tollew andthe reception of all Bible revelations 
His tcllowship: witht God were oniveraaliy Here; this point, the reason of man haw stood 
devout bad atrracted 10 His name; faiths, ie leaves the guide of experience 
and’ which His same, and encounters method of 
the Christian religion, retain ite moral so new that it has to dismiss the if not 
and strong animal scifishness, power a | emotions a kingdom 
but the of sanctions. may as 
construct moral cade rom tor administration, and the progress of 
bot there is no sanction behind it to fornish an of this new sphere of thooght and acquirement 
adequate motive of obedience. Let it be once proved |‘that our Teacher speaks in that cardinal 
that God is not in moral law; thet the saying, “Except ye be 
decalogue, for example, is = digest little children, ye°shail im mo wise eneer into 
the borrowing a spurious the kimgdom of heaven ”’ The: 
nateral; in other a to a or 
countenance lying, and your mathe formulated by science, is the mest ancient of all the 
morals rests on the shifting sand of human opinion. stumbling-blocks of faith. Jesus recognized it at 
ip admitting the necessity of prociaiming and the door of His kingdom. It nearty proved an 
mind thax the “tty of Christ, we must bear in impassable barrier to the reasoning-of an 
mind that the assailants of the doctrine in Athens; its defeat in Corinth and: 
restrict their opposition forthe most part to the marks the most brilliant of the many 
and the the narratives | of the It is 
and doctrines of the New Testament. For the Snewerable forthe most painful controversies and 
reserve teaching of Jesus they the most disastrous heresies and divisions”-that the 
unqualified eulogy, strains of Chesch has known through:all the centuries of hes 
their applause might sometimes be mistaken for career. it confronts us this'day; not: presenting 
; worship. They paint the charm and beauty of His the coarser form of' an objective resistance, be 
character in the colours of a sincere admiration, Spproaching us witt’ insinuations of agreement 
and Place the wisdom of His precepts and and sympathy, affecting to make us sharers in a 
| far above all Sar which science had rendered: inevitable. It 
gcmus. will gcucrate its particular | is not |i that an change in spirit’ and postare 
form of anti-Christ; bat in will bind to these and poster 
. any Knowledge did the incarnation of the and. infidelity ; bat let me assure the younger members 
soomearty resemble an angel of light as in of this audience that everything that is precious in 
the discussions, the literavwre, and the moverments the Christian religion rests upon the miracle. I do 
of the present day. We have to contend with an net mmerely contend that the more excellent attributes 
sencity which avows its unbeliet from the pulpits of Christianity will perish if the miracle is disowsat 
and platforms of the Church; which, with 4 1 affirm that, with the miracle discredited, the Now 
dexterity, dispenses with the logical formate Testament itself, is an imposture, and the Chri.” 
comtroversy, and, instead of disputing them, tanity built upon it is a lie so huge and foul that, 
tone, and the the aspica with it, Mohammedanism is probable 
tions, and the victories of faith, mpressing upon and pure. 
Of story and song Herein is foand a difficulky which to those who 
public will not read treatises ; they are scared by SNe at the divine nature of Christ is insurmount, 
the-very sound of theology; but they will read 2 able. The expression of our self-consciousness is 
OF am article ina popular journals and and seldom an untainted revela. 
sie manic angel of light enters our homes tion. When speaking of ourselves, if there be 
Joins the family circte, and corrupts the there: will be struygie 
simplicity of our sons and daughters, It is almost between the opposite impulses’ of vaniey tod 
impossible: for’ the popular’ eye to and the dread of misstatement wilt ‘leave 
of charming” literature the the entire thought untold. 
gh ‘Presence of anti-Christ and atheism, theme to an ingenuous and sensitive 3 and 
The service requived of us just now is a fearless ouly om rage occasions will it. break the loved 
what’ is involved’ in the rejection of silence of its inner: life The self-revelations of 
Christ's divinity. The'one stambling-block in the Jesus were few and exceptional, I will select two 
is the miracle; not any premisiog,: fiest:of all, that thep were 
sovereignty am invisible power over disciples who were. that kind! of 
law; an intelligent-will behind it, whieh is apeto the excellence and posi- 
ng. its decrees and indicating’ the presence of tion of the objec-of is affections mad 
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God, they substituee as their bond of union the Humboldt states that the ancient Mezicans had 3 
worship of the vumble heavens. legends of the im which the dove is repre- 

The italicised words “may reach” in the | sented to the | 
Authorized Version have no corresponding Hebrew people beneath, and a Arerat rising above 
in the original text. Therefore translate “ whose the retreating Their tradition as to their 
top shall tower towards heaven.” it was a tower | Cholula pyramid (which is twice the size of the 
decticated to the mimble heavens or sky. of 

Alas! how soon men forgot the awful of Flood, raised & to meet the } bat the 
the Floed, and again revolted against God. tells gods destroyed with fire from heaven. 
us that proud ignering of God was man’s sin before | So the Nimroud Tower is actually rent in two 
the Flood; men said to God, “ Depart from us, for we the whole way down with evident traces of Are. 
desire not the knowledge of His ways ;” “ What wo. widely, the 
serve Him?” and | Babylonians and the earliest attest the 
“ What should we have if we pray to Him?” historical truthfulness of Generis as to both the ; 
denying Hin Got rather than | Pied and the Conftsion of Tongues. The mor 
we investigate the earliest of widely. 

never till the Babel-twilders did man set up | divided races, the more prools we find that idolatry ‘ 
a substitute for God. Rom. i. 20 says of idolaters, is an apostasy from the original knowledge of the 
ing they worship and serve the creature rather development from primitive 
: than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. The oldest monuments of Babylon in their 

The frst stage in idolatory was thai wherein men accounts of Creation, the Sabbath, the Serpent, the 
tho shin, Tree of Life, the Induber Legend of the Flood in 
the sun, the moon, and the stars. heavenly hree particulars, attest the earliest records 
bodies seemed to be the givers of the fruits of the af Picky Sceignare. 

as 2,000 to one 
shined, or the moon and m the of 

caused by man’s 
name; not meaning “renown” of “fame,” for Bishop Crowther told me of like tradition of 

to 
a symlol — visible and sun shall and man as a sinner, needing redemption. 
tnvisible God. Zendavesta Scriptures of the Iranian 

in all Pagan religions sun-worship is the frst | Persians describe creation in the same order as i 
departure from the spiritual worship of the unseen | Genesis, and man as the last created. N 
God. Therefore, in God's temple at Jerusalem, to of 
mark its opposition to Pagan apostasy, the Holy the Aryan race—the Hindoos the Persians— is ; 
Place was at the west end, not at the east. God 
speaks of apostate turning to the , but a continuous ¢ to idolatry from f 
idolatry. God tells Ezekiel (ch. viii. 15), “ Thou we go in examining the primitive traditions of ef 
shalt see great": abominations: men with their nations, the purer we find their faith: just as in 
backs to the temple of God and their faces towards | Scripture we find at first the nations a 
the east, the Sun towards the cast.” Melchizeek, priest of the most high God, and a | 2 
For the holiest unlike our Anglican churches, | God-fearing Abimelech, and Jethro, where in later t 

the west, not the east of the temples God 
_ We have a remarkable confirmation of the view » what can be more spiritual than this 
that the Babel tower was a religious apostasy in | early spate Sot 0 pak. God is = 
| Near the ruine of Babylon |ctemal. God is wrth, the King of truth. God is if 
called Biss Life: man lives through Him God is com- 
with the of the of Bel, the sun-god. | passionate, and hears those who cry to Him. To qo 
This temple was restored by Nebuchadnezzar. It | obey is to love God; to disobey is to hate Him. So am 
was built in seven wy aden age we in the Priss MS., the oldest book in the world. 
planets, surmounted by no image, to the et 
aly. in the inscription, says, development, but It is a certain fact that 
“ A former king built it forty-two ages ago ; since a divers peoples from divers stems show in their "3 
remote time the people abandoned it, expressing | traditions a reminiscence of one primitive history a] 2 
What a confirmation reminiscences extends exactly down 
It was God's Tower of Babel, and ne further, It is absurd to 
of the Babel builders’ idolatry in rear- | reason that because the heathen have like traditions, a 
& tower to the visible heavens, insicad of to the | the Bible tradition is no betier than theirs. For ie 
trvasible God of heaven. this would pre-suppose that the common ancestors - 
be 
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mankind before their to mame of the Lord to serve Hien with one consent.” 
ne “The Lord shall be ‘over the whole earth ; 
‘MEDITATION IN HOLY SCRIPTURE. 
‘Sect? (Bromiey 
and . 
agree eater, at this late period of the 
those tree facts reaching  mecting, if ep fw theughts in Canon 
the Babel ami ‘further. | deuphy mbdress, and endeawour 
The speritwel changes by Christian Missions to blend them with the specially entrusted to 
in the savages of New end Afvica, | me. thet worthy of attention, the 
that the degraded heathen vmhat no thought that the apostasy at (er Babylon) 
capable of being purpose thet cher Goss wish and 
swekened spiritual ‘Mile by the Gospel of «the purpose— that after the 
Lord jesus. Civilisation without the Goapel, ere! the carth for His command wan “Be 
with it only the white man's umecrupulous end multiply, and replenish theearth.” Instead of 
an, toasty, obeying that command, end endeavouring to fulfil 
Compe! is always the plemeer of trve avthzanon. God's design by guing forth to the 
Practica! iessen curscives, brethrer. is; at Babel songs, building 
thow ere ought to deve ‘God for not having icf “a chy @ tower-whese top each to 
=s fallible men to-custee « religion for ourscives. heaven, tomake themesives «mame lest they should 
_Eracioushy given us a. sovelation. How | be scattered abroad epod the face of -the whole 
we to love search the Scriptures of truth | carth "the very «thing whith Gad’s command 
both in the Oid Testament-amd the New. willed them to be scattered ; they: keep 
The Holy Spirit together and to make themstives-e name by con- 
@ tower to end in confusion, as-that of Centrating ther power. _God could thus only bring 
builders A tower founded on clay -can. never about His purpose by ceatusion amony st 
teach heaven. “He builds too lew, that builds | them. Now markes to this how im the 
beneath the skies.” Man's relances for happencas, days of the Gospel the Lord jesus sent His 
greatness, unity, and epdrt from God disciples orth witha His 
“must end in confusion. Are lrving for sent th, to “preach the Gespel to every creature.” ‘This 
pleasure, and ambition ? All conse | down, 
end at death ana the Lerd’s . Count on the Day of Pentecost, His Holy feversing 
& tower | the old “ confusion ” of ‘thar 
sitteth not down fisst and the whether fell on the et Bebddi. ut 
Babal--| power, ‘the diffusion of the Gospel 
‘Their materiais-were émitetions, aot realities. Let history shows: that, in the carly ages of Oburch, 
us take care that eur Christiamity is reahty, not Spostasy soon shower iteell, under the inflecece of 
an imitation. Ged Himecif has laid the on/y true which they ect about building an ectlesiastioal city 
; foundation of the temple of the Holy Ghost. Jesys | and tower, whose top showld-reach to +eaven. 
the Rock of Ages is that only foundation. Let us They aimed at producing a vast ceciceiastical 
build on -Him-all our trust for pardon, with system, of-which ‘Reme, city "was the 
God, and holiness of heart, and we shallceertainly centre, but this-was not 'Ged'e will of 
reach heaven. God bath promised it, and will never @iffusing the light of God's trath throughout the 
break His word and cath, and make ‘work. As might be -empected darkness was 
liar. “ Behold, in. Sion for «foundation, «and, in time, idolaty—e blight upon 
tried stone, a preaous Corner -stenc, a sure founda - ‘and correptionsiimmumerable of the 
tion. He ‘that ‘believeth in “Him shall be “Then might be heard those dogmatic 
confounded.” name oh the Lard ‘assertions which are even echoed at the present 
tower, the righteous rummeth into it, anti issafe da Out Of ‘the ‘Ch-weh, mo sahration ;” 
Let us join ourscives to the Lord Jems in * Hhe that haw not the 
suton, and we shall have an everlasting meme, ect heve Gai for his Pather.” of 
tet of orthodexy. be-cx- 
to the Lerd’s Fable life and the 
4 . Oppression of and with 
to the confusten Betel, giving ome ! 
coming agein. shall “Crowning unity -of Rome, «and then «followed -what -many 
word ‘be fulfilled-on earth: tare to -the |. “ol “apostasy better scattered 
“people 2 pure language, that the throughout the world \Gatl's purpose , 
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SECRETARIAL DEPUTATION WORK. 


Daniell had kindly convened a drawing-room 
meeting on behalf of the Alliance. This was 


the first occasion on which a statement of the 


reported to the Council, at 


Me 
their 


last meeting, that he liad visited 


where Miss 


16, 


October 
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deputation work at CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE. 
Devonport, Harrow, Wandeworth, and 
burn ; and he reported that General Field | success of the Cheltenam Conference, and : 
had been ill since the last Council meeting, | that the numbers astending the meetings 
bat, was now much better and had gone away | were very large, and expecially at the morning 
on his annual holiday. gatherings, while the tone of the whole 
most 
The following persons were unanimo 
edmitted to membership :— 
Lieut.-Colonel Wilbraham Taylor, 
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Mr. 


afternoon, Nov, 1 


Arnold gave an account 


mission to § 


4 
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principles and the world-wide work of the | difficulties under which it is carried on. 
Alliance had been at Aldershot, and 
invitation were much interested in the by the Evangelicals-in that country, At the 
address given by the secretary. Colonel close of the secretary's address earnest prayer 
Wilbraham Taylor presided, and several | was offered on behalf of Spain. 
friends present gladly gave their names for 
enrolment as members of the Alliance. a drawing-room meeting was convened 
On Friday, October 18, Mr. Arnold by the Rev. W. E. and Miss Rowlands on 
attended « drawing-room meeting at the | Thursday Nov. 7. It was only a little more 
residence of Colonel Douglas Jones, at than twelve months since « similar gathering 
General Field had been an- bad taken place in the same room, and Mr. 
“¢ the speaker ; t Rowlands in the course of his brief address 
, was unable referred to the interest created at the former 
| : meeting and the desire since expressed for 
continued 
work 
| called 
| Arnold's | 
the operat 
| past year, 
October 3 
| bled 
and | 
tea and 
lings took 
been le 
work he sympat 
Mr. Arnold, in | 
the objects of th 
y dwelt upon 
bering the manif 
D, in calling tog 
| united prayer, 
liberty in variot 
e close of the add 
| t gave their 
| lliance. The col 
con ons amounted to nearly £ 
| At the House of Rest, Kilburn, 
pain. M 
mee number 
ag Bey and the rooms were 
Kev. Henry ided, 
spoken ly the nrist 
he called upon the secretary 
address, Mr. Amold had, the 
f had the opportunity of speaki | 
general work of the ‘Alliance, 
Mason’s suggestion he devoted : 
whole time, on the present ocd 
scribing his journey through S; | 
y all present in the particulars . 
| ing Christian work in the Penirill 
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(Lieut.-General Field, 0.8, and Mr. A.J. Arnold) op Of the Secretaries 
— + A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 
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